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Merry Christmas and welcome to First Presbyterian
Church, Davenport, Iowa. May you find grace and blessings in
this time we spend together. We are glad you are here!

The presence of all who have come to celebrate Christmas adds
to the joy of worshiping the Lord on this glorious night.  
Welcome, friends! May the full meaning of Christmas be real to
us all – now and always.
If there is someone sitting in your pew you do not know, be sure
to greet them and invite them to worship with us again.  
Hospitality is contagious!
All are invited to Christ’s Table.  For those who do not wish to
share in communion this evening, a Christian blessing will be 
offered.  And if you are looking for a church home, we would
love to welcome you into membership at First Presbyterian
Church. God bless you!
Sound enhancement devices that can accommodate a T-switch
on a hearing aid, or can be fitted with a personal earpiece, are
available in the sanctuary. Ask any usher for details, or see the
sound engineer at the sound desk at the front of the sanctuary.

Congregation reads responses printed in BOLD print.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Mark Galbraith, Interim Pastor; Matthew Bishop, 
Director of Music; Alex Gilson, Organist.



As we gather...the time came for the baby to be born and Mary gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. Tonight, we remember an event of 
miraculous significance, and we experience the miracle of Christ’s
presence with us in Holy Communion.

PRELUDE Scherzetto Percy Whitlock

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP and LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
Recording: O Come, O Come Emmanuel Enya

ENTRANCE HYMN
O, Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES

GREETING
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CHRISTMAS DIALOG
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
Those who live in a land of deep darkness — on them light has
shined.
We have seen Christ’s glory, as God’s only Son, full of grace
and truth.
For a child has been born to us, a Son has been given to us.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people.
Today Christ is born; today salvation has appeared!
Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!

HYMN OF PRAISE
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray...Almighty God, you made this holy night shine
with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and, in the
last day, awake to the brightness of his glory; through your
only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death – even death on a cross. Therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



ALLELUIA VERSE
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered.  This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went
to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION



HYMN What Child Is This? GREENSLEEVES

OFFERING In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 J.S. Bach

HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
sung to the tune “Angels We Have Heard on High”

May the Good Lord be with you. Lift your hearts to God in praise.
May the Lord be with you, too. To the Lord our hearts we
raise. Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.
In the word of God made flesh, great and wondrous mystery.
Now we see with vision fresh, God’s abundant majesty. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Therefore with the Church on earth and the hosts of heav’n above,
let us praise his name, whose birth brings to us eternal love.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

THE CONSECRATION
sung to the tune “Puer Nobis Nascitur”

The night Lord Jesus was betrayed; He took the bread and when
he’d pray,
He broke and gave them of the bread; and unto his disciples said:
This is my body to you I give of my own flesh that you may live.
Come take me now into your hearts; that you and I need never part.
Then when the sacred meal was o’er; our blessed Savior
spoke once more. He offered thanks and lifted up; to give to
all the blessed cup;
My precious friend to you I give of my own blood that you may
live. My love, my faith, my joy I pour into your hearts forevermore.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of all; now hear us
pray, and grant us from our sins release. Have mercy on us!
Grant us peace!



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forevermore. Amen.

PARTAKING OF THE SACRAMENT - By intinction

COMMUNION HYMNS

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear CAROL

The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, through-out the heavens there shone a holy light.
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! Above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King:”
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

The first Nowell the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Nowell , Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.



CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHTING (John 1) Dimming of the Lights
(Worshippers light candles - tip only unlit candles to receive flame from those already lit)

Hear the word of God regarding the Incarnation of Jesus Christ
as told by St. John.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God; all things
were made through him, and without Him was not anything made
that was made.  In him was life and was the light of all. The light
shone in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
(sung) Silent night, holy night! All is calm , all is bright, round
yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world,
He was the in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world knew him not.  But to all who receive him, he gave
them power to become the children of God.
(sung) Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born.
And the Word become flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as the only Son from the
Father.  And from his fullness we have received grace upon grace.
(sung) Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiance beams from your holy face, with the dawn of 
redeeming grace. Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at
your birth.

MEDITATION Recording: Peace Brian Setzer Orchestra



BENEDICTION
(Worshippers may extinguish their candles)

CLOSING HYMN 
Joy to the World ANTIOCH

POSTLUDE In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J.S. Bach


