
March 29, 2020 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MEDITATION 
Ezekial 37:1-14                           Psalm 130                          Romans 8:6-11                           John 11:1-45 
 

First Presbyterian church 
 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
                                                                                                                                              John 11:25-26 
 

The Church Gathers To... 
 

 Welcome and Announcements                     Rev. Katie Styrt 
 
 Preparation for Worship 

Worshipers are invited to meditate silently during the following prelude.  
 
Prelude          My Faith Looks up to Thee                   Lowell Mason 
 

Praise Almighty God 
 

Call to Worship   

L: In silent sanctuaries, in our homes or apartments, wherever we are in these moments of worship, early 

each morning, God waits to greet us with joy and wonder. 

C: We awake to find ourselves enveloped in grace. 

L: During these days of isolation and worry, in this time of uncertainty and fear, Jesus challenges us with 

the possibility of faith. 

C: Even in these times of safe distancing and caring for others, as well as ourselves, we can offer 

healing and hope to others. 

L: In the shadowed evenings when fear lurks outside, and we long to hear the lullabies of grace, the Spirit 

is with us. 

C: The light of life shines on us from early morning until we say our prayers, comforting us in the 

shadows of sleep. 
 

 
 
 
 



Hymn                      What Wondrous Love Is This   WONDROUS LOVE 

 
 

 
Children’s Message                           Sarah Greim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confess to a Forgiving Creator 
 

Call to Confession - Sing “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” one time. 

 
 
Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
C: Amen. 
L: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that 
we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your 
resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. 
Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your 
house forever. Amen. 
Following the Prayer of Confession, please sing “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” one time. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

L: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
C: "I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live," says our God. 
L: All your sin is forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ, 
C: Who is the free and abounding gift of God's grace for you. 
L: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
Amen. 

 
 

Listen for God’s Word 
 

 Scripture Reading      John 11:1-45        The New Testament page 104 
                 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon                 The Final Straw 



Respond to God’s Word 
 

Hymn                          I Will Come to You 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith                 Apostles’ Creed 
L: God has made us God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope we 
confess our faith. C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and was buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise... 
The Lord’s Prayer - (Traditional) Page 16 in the hymnal. 

 

Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God 
In the gift of money, we offer something of our work and selves to God. 
      

                      Amazing Grace                                  arr. Alex Gilson 
   Dave Bowles Edwards, soloist; Alex Gilson, cello; Matt Bishop, piano 

 

Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God 
Those who are able, please rise singing the Doxology - Hymn Tune: Old Hundredth, 592 in the hymnal. 
 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
L: Holy and generous God, C: you gather us together as resurrected people, and you feed us the 
Word of Life. Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, 
that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Go To Serve With God’s Blessing 
 
Charge and Blessing 
 
Postlude      Allegro Maestoto e Vivace from Organ Sonata No. 4, Op. 65         Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 
 
 

 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Death: Donald L. Brookstra, March 17, 2020 
 

Prayers are Welcome for: Carlen Brinser; family of Donald L. Brookstra; Nancy Buening (mother of Rebecca 
Buening-Ferris); Tom Ervin (winner of Outstanding Scouter award); Linda Fairweather and family (loss of 
husband, father, and brother, David); Nancy Foster and family (loss of mother, LeGene); John and Sue Howes; 
Joe Jamison;  Dee Dee Mueller; Sandee Millage (winner of the Dr. Louis Katz award) Roger Powell and family 
(death of wife and mother, Cecelia Powell); families and victims of abuse, addiction, violence, loss, suicide, 
COVID-19, and all recent natural disasters 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

All FPC gatherings are cancelled, in recess, postponed, or rescheduled until April 1, 2020, or thereafter. 
 

Dear Friends in Divine Drama: 
 

Even though on-campus gatherings are postponed until further notice, the ministry of FPC never is "canceled." 
Your pastors and staff are ever at work finding ways to bring to you ministry resources, because the ministry of 
FPC continues forward in confidence and strength. Case in point: Pastor Katie hosted "Bible Basics 201" via 
Zoom and had 12 participants. 
 

Please join me for the Divine Drama class via the Zoom links provided below. These are for both the 9:30 AM and 
7:30 PM Divine Drama classes. Please RSVP your intentions to attend so I can know how to plan. 
 

For those of you who haven't joined us, but still wish to, there is no better time to do so than now! Next week we 
will wrap up "The Biblical Narrative." Then we will start the second half, "Our Narrative" afterwards. It is a 
14-unit overview of the biblical basis for core Christian teachings we all share together. 
 

As a friendly reminder on another important note: As we are navigating our way through this pandemic, please 
continue to faithfully and kindly support God's and your church with your pledges and offerings. Your pastors, 
staff and leadership are committed to continuing to provide at maximum productivity the ministry in partnership 
with you, faithfulness to God's calling on all of us.  
 

I look forward to seeing you in class the "Zoom way!" The Divine Drama will continue as scheduled in this 
format until further notice. 
 

In Partnership with you, 
Pastor Mark      https://zoom.us/j/928313279     https://zoom.us/j/483545060 
 
Bible Basics 201 
We will meet online via Zoom until further notice. Our meetings will be Wednesdays at 6:15 PM. To join the 
study, you can click on this link: https://zoom.us/j/104294135. If you already have a Zoom app, enter the meeting 
ID: 104 294 135. If you’d rather call in instead of using a computer, dial this number: 1 253 215 8782 and then 
input the meeting ID. Contact Pastor Katie for tech support. 
 
 
 



 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
During Lent, Presbyterians around the nation collect donations as part of One Great Hour of Sharing – a 
collection which benefits Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and grants for local ministries. Last 
year, this offering went to assist flood victims in our area – this year, it’s time to pay it forward. Check the FPC 
e-news for a link to our devotional calendar to follow through the rest of Lent. Every date will include a brief 
exercise and prayer, which can be done alone or as a family. If you don’t have a fish bank, make your own at 
home or designate a jar or bowl for your offering. You’re encouraged to spend this Lent taking stock of our 
blessings and collecting donations. You can return the banks/collected offerings once we return to normal worship 
service. Join us for this season of contemplation and humble service. 
 
IF WE DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! – Ways to Give – 
 
     +     Donate by credit card online at presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs 
     +     Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10 
     or 
     +     You can help support the important ministries and programs that are supported by One Great Hour of  
             Sharing Offering by making an online gift at any time throughout the year.  
             Checks may be sent:     Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
                                                   Box 643700 
                                                   Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
 
Grant Funds Available - The Deacons’ Endowment Fund 
Applications are being received March 15 through May 15 for grants from the Deacons’ Endowment Fund. These 
grants are intended to provide seed money to help groups and organizations within First Presbyterian Church and 
our church community to develop new mission, outreach, pastoral care and spiritual development programs. The 
maximum grant that will be awarded is $5,000. In prior years Deacons’ Endowment Fund grants has been 
awarded to help start Habitat ReStore’s Health & Home Store, to secure a therapy dog for Sudlow Intermediate 
School, to help the QC Symphony Orchestra pay for private tutoring for neighborhood music students, to help 
AMKA Africa School Foundation support students and to benefit other programs and projects. Additional 
information and applications are available through the church office, at the Welcome Desk, or from Mike 
Grothusen (mjgrothusen@hotmail.com). 
 
A Change to Easter Flowers 2020 
Our congregation will reflect the joy of Easter in memory or in honor of loved ones. This year recognition of our 
loved ones will be observed via a donation to the River Food Bank instead of with flowers. To take part, please 
complete this form indicating and drop it off, or mail it, with your donation check, to the church office, or pay 
online no later than Sunday, March 29. 
    

 
 
 
 
 



Easter Flowers 2020 

 
In memory or in honor of: (circle one) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Given by: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 


