Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MEDITATION
Palms:
Matthew 21:1-11 Psalms 118:1-2, 19-29
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Passion:
Philippians 2:5-11

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54

First Presbyterian church
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”
Luke 19:38

The Church Gathers To...
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Mark Galbraith

Preparation for worship
Worshipers are invited to meditate silently during the following prelude.
Prelude

When Peace, Like a River

Praise Almighty God
*Call to Worship
L: God of compassion, we celebrate your joyful entry into Jerusalem.
C: Hosanna in the highest!
L: In that same way we celebrate your presence with us.
C: Hosanna in the highest!
L: We worship knowing your love is made manifest in Jesus Christ.
C: Hosanna in the highest!
L: We are prepared to be changed by your love.
C: Hosanna in the highest!

Horatio Gates Spafford

Hymn

Children’s Message

Hosanna, Loud Hossana

ELLACOM

Rev. Katie Styrt

Confess to a Forgiving Creator
Call to Confession - Sing “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” one time.

Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness
L: Together we pray C: Holy One, we are too distressed to notice that you join us along our journey. We draw inward,
and miss the chance to feel your love. We do not wait for your voice. God, open our hearts today
and every day. May we place our lives in your hands, and continue to reach out to others with love.
Amen.
Following the Prayer of Confession, please sing “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” one time.
Assurance of Pardon
L: Hear the good news: God loves us in our joyful days, our anxious nights, and every time in between.
Through Jesus Christ, your sins have been forgiven!
L: God’s peace be with you.
C: And also with you.

Listen for God’s Word
Scripture Readings

Psalm 115
Luke 19:29-46

The Old Testament page 564
The New Testament page 83

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Sermon

The Stones Will Shout

Respond to God’s Word
Hymn

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
L: God has made us God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope we
confess our faith. C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and was buried; He descended into hell; the third
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise...
The Lord’s Prayer - (Traditional) Page 16 in the hymnal.
Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God
In the gift of money, we offer something of our work and selves to God.

If with All Your Hearts, from Elijah
David Bowles Edwards, tenor
Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God
Those who are able, please rise singing the Doxology - Hymn Tune: Old Hundredth, 592 in the hymnal.

Prayer of Dedication
L: Together we pray C: Blessed God, through you we have all that we need. Give us the wisdom to share our gifts with
others, and bless these offerings we have given today. Amen.

Go To Serve With God’s Blessing
Charge and Blessing
Postlude

Toccata in D minor, BWV 538

Johann Sebastian Bach

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Prayers are Welcome for: Carlen Brinser; Nancy Buening (mother of Rebecca Buening-Ferris); Tom Ervin
(winner of Outstanding Scouter award); Linda Fairweather and family (loss of husband, father, and brother,
David); Nancy Foster and family (loss of mother, LeGene); Leona Hill (mother of Julie Belman); John and Sue
Howes; Dee Dee Mueller; Sandee Millage (winner of the Dr. Louis Katz award); families and victims of abuse,
addiction, violence, loss, suicide, COVID-19, and all recent natural disasters.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
A Letter from Pastor Mark and Pastor Katie
God‘s beloved people at First Presbyterian Church:
How is everybody holding up and continuing to keep on keeping on out there?
First of all, from the bottom of our hearts, thank you for all the kind words of encouragement, prayers and
support. We know this is been a very challenging time for all of us, but at the same time it has been so
encouraging and heartening to see all the creative ways the great and holy people of God at First Presbyterian
Church are pulling together in support, and finding creative ways to keep doing ministry together.
To update you on some decisions by your Session:
•The Session met Monday, March 30, in a special meeting to consider a “pandemic response policy," created by a
task force and Pastor Mark.
•The Session unanimously voted to accept the policy as a guiding document for decisions relating to all ministry,
programs, and building matters while we navigate through this pandemic.
•The policy will be posted soon on the church’s website for your reading.
The Session also decided:
•To suspend all in-house worship gatherings through April 30, pending further developments and government
directives, with the hope of resuming in-house services May 3. Videotaping and/or live streaming of worship
services, as well as other music and worship offerings, will continue on the church’s Facebook page.
•In order to continue practicing safe social distancing, the building will remain closed through April 30, except
for staff and others for essential church business purposes. Staff, at their discretion, will either be working from
home or on campus.
If you need to contact any staff person, you can email them or call the church to be connected to their mailbox.
Pending further developments, we hope to reopen the church building and resume all on-campus business
beginning May 1.
Also please note that, through April 30, taping worship will be the only in-person meeting for church members.
There will be no gathering of more than five people, for worship taping, staff check-ins, or any other reason. We
encourage that all committee meetings be hosted, whenever possible, through any video conferencing apps
(Zoom, go to meeting, Skype, FaceTime, etc.) or by conference call.
Thank you for your support and understanding as we seek to faithfully live by these guidelines for the safety and
health of all of our members and the community. It is critical that we all continue to do our part through this task
of mitigation.
Continue to check into all avenues of our online and email communications for any updates and announcements.
We cannot stress enough that it is also very important for all of us keep on top of our pledges and offerings so that
we continue to have resources to help others, as well as keep our operations running at full speed.
This is not the time to let up on our financial support! Even though, temporarily, we are not together in person, we
are still together as a local expression of the Church of Jesus Christ, ever faithfully carrying out the ministry God
has given us to carry out.
Pastoral letter continued on next page -

Pastoral letter continued -

Your pastors and staff are ever hard at work, faithfully attending to their ministries and tasks, continually in
preparations, so that when we are fully back on track, we can hit the ground running in the best position of
preparedness and strength. So please help this ministry do so by continuing your generous financial support and
prayers.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support on all levels.
Serving together in Jesus name!
Your pastors, Mark and Katie

Dear Friends in Divine Drama class and the great people of First Presbyterian Church:
"The Divine Drama Part II: Our Narrative" began last next week with an introductory unit. For those of you who
haven't joined us, but still wish to, there is no better time to do so than now!
This coming week, April 7 Part II, "Our Narrative" continues with a unit on “Baptism”. “The Divine Drama: Our
Narrative” is a 14-unit overview of the biblical basis for core Christian teachings we all share together.
Even though on-campus gatherings are postponed until further notice, the ministry of FPC never is "cancelled".
Your pastors and staff are ever at work finding ways to bring to you ministry resources, because the ministry of
FPC continues forward in confidence and strength.
As a friendly reminder on another important note: As we are navigating our way through this pandemic, please
continue to faithfully and kindly support God's and your church with your pledges and offerings. Your pastors,
staff and leadership are committed to continuing to provide at maximum productivity the ministry in partnership
with you, faithfulness to God's calling on all of us.
The Divine Drama will continue as scheduled in this format until further notice. Please join me for the Divine
Drama class via the Zoom links provided below. These are for both the 9:30 AM and 7:30 PM Divine Drama
classes.
Please RSVP your intentions to attend so I can know how to plan. I look forward to seeing you on Divine Drama,
the Zoom way.
In Partnership with you,
Pastor Mark
https://zoom.us/j/928313279 Tuesday mornings 9:30-11:00 AM
https://zoom.us/j/483545060 Tuesday evenings 7-8:30 PM

Bible Basics 201
We will meet online via Zoom until further notice. Our meetings will be Wednesdays at 6:15 pm. To join the
study, you can click on this link: https://zoom.us/j/104294135. If you already have a Zoom app, enter the meeting
ID: 104 294 135. If you’d rather call in instead of using a computer, dial this number: 1 253 215 8782 and then
input the meeting ID. Contact Pastor Katie for tech support.

One Great Hour of Sharing
During Lent, Presbyterians around the nation collect donations as part of One Great Hour of Sharing – a
collection which benefits Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and grants for local ministries. Last
year, this offering went to assist flood victims in our area – this year, it’s time to pay it forward. Check the FPC
e-news for a link to our devotional calendar to follow through the rest of Lent. Every date will include a brief
exercise and prayer, which can be done alone or as a family. If you don’t have a fish bank, make your own at
home or designate a jar or bowl for your offering. You’re encouraged to spend this Lent taking stock of our
blessings and collecting donations. You can return the banks/collected offerings once we return to normal worship
service. Join us for this season of contemplation and humble service.

Grant Funds Available - The Deacons’ Endowment Fund
Applications are accepted through May 15 for grants from the Deacons’ Endowment Fund. These grants are
intended to provide seed money to help groups and organizations within First Presbyterian Church and our church
community to develop new mission, outreach, pastoral care and spiritual development programs. The maximum
grant that will be awarded is $5,000. In prior years Deacons’ Endowment Fund grants has been awarded to help
start Habitat ReStore’s Health & Home Store, to secure a therapy dog for Sudlow Intermediate School, to help
QC Symphony Orchestra pay for private tutoring for neighborhood music students, to help AMKA Africa School
Foundation support students and to benefit other programs and projects. Additional information and applications
are available through the church office, at the Welcome Desk, or from Mike Grothusen
(mjgrothusen@hotmail.com).

Musikgarten and Cherubs Have Gone Virtual!
We launched on Sunday, March 29 and will continue our Zoom classes until we can get back to seeing each other
in person. We’ll meet for Cherubs at 8:45 AM on Sunday mornings and continue right into Musikgarten from
9:00-9:30 AM. You can stay on for both classes or choose the one you want to attend. If you are reading this and
have young children who would like to join us but are not on my email list, reach out to me and I will add you so I
can send you the link each week. It’s probably going to be noisy, we’ll probably have a glitch here and there and
it will undoubtedly be a little chaotic but that’s ok! We all need to see each other and talk and laugh with each
other. For more info, contact Kathy Middleton, kathrynb15@gmail.com.

Monday Funday
Calling all kids! Join us on ZOOM (https:/zoom.us/j/985357599) at 4:00 pm each Monday for a mini-Kirkwood
Club! We’ll have time to catch up with each other, pray, and play together. Kids of all ages are invited; contact
Pastor Katie if you need tech support.

Midweek Prayer
Join us on Facebook live for a brief time of prayer and scripture! Go to the church's Facebook page at noon on
Wednesdays for community prayer. Post your prayer requests in chat during our time together, or watch the video
devotional anytime.

Broadway Musical: Guys & Dolls
NEW DATES! Saturday, June 27, 7:30 PM, Sunday, June 28, 4:00 PM
$15 adult/$10 student
The talented singers, actors, and dancers of First Pres. return us to the Broadway stage with a production of the
multiple Tony Award-winning show Guys & Dolls. After running for 1,200 performances following its 1950
opening on Broadway, the fast-paced musical comedy is revived frequently and continues to captivate audiences
and critics alike. Made famous by a 1955 movie adaption starring Marlon Brando, Jean Simmons, Frank Sinatra,
and Vivian Blaine, the show includes such great number as “Luck Be a Lady,” “The Oldest Established,” and “Sit
Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat.”
All musicals at FPC. are produced with in-house talent and a topnotch creative team from the church that handles
set design, props, costuming, choreography, and directing. Come experience the multitude of great talent within
our community, from the live band of local musicians to the superb acting talents of many of our congregants.

Stump the Organist!
Join us Friday at noon on Facebook Live for Stump the Organist! FPC Principal Organist Alex Gilson will take
your requests for sacred hymns and work his improvisatory magic. Tune in from the comfort of your home to test
the knowledge and creative prowess of your organist.

Help with Supply Needs for Health Care Workers
Calling all sewers! Genesis is calling for handmade surgical masks. They'll take anything, but would most like
two patterns. Here are the instructions for how to donate - www.genesishealth.com/coronavirus. If you need
cotton fabric or elastic contact Pastor Katie to figure out a supply chain.
Updated 3.24.2020

How to Help with Supply Needs for Health Care Workers: Salvation Army to Serve as
Collection Point for COVID-19 Outbreak Emergency Donations

As health care facilities face shortages of supplies designed to protect their workers from exposure to COVID-19,
Quad-Cities area businesses, groups and individuals are demonstrating their caring spirit.
Genesis has received dozens of offers to assist with needs through donations of various items, including
personal protective equipment (PPE), N95 masks and hand-sewn surgical masks.
The outpouring of support has been overwhelming, and truly humbling.
Genesis currently has the protective gear and supplies needed to protect our employees as they care for
patients. We continue to work with our medical suppliers to secure future deliveries of necessary items.
However, donations from the public can help supplement stocks so that our hospitals and clinics are prepared
should the number of COVID patients rise sharply in the coming weeks. We will update this list as often as
necessary and keep the community updated on the priority of our needs at this link
www.genesishealth.com/coronavirus and on our social media pages.
SUGGESTED DONATION ITEMS OF PRIORITY AS OF 3.24.20:
• Bleach wipes
• Anti-microbial hand soap
• Spools of one-quarter to three-quarter inch elastic of any color
Continued on next page -

Continued from previous page -

SEWING VOLUNTEERS:
For the many local sewers who have inquired about making basic face masks or N95 mask covers for health care
workers, preferred patterns, along with sewing instructions, can be found here:
• N95 Face Mask Covers
• Basic Face Masks
If you already have made masks that are different from these patterns, don’t worry. ALL hand sewn masks will
be accepted and all sewn masks can be dropped at Salvation Army.
To simplify and centralize the donation collection process, communicate the need for donations to a wider
audience and to make sure all Quad Cities health care organizations can continue to serve residents of the
region, ALL donations are being funneled through the Quad Cities COVID-19 Coalition. The Salvation Army is
handling the donations on behalf of the Coalition, serving as a central drop-off point. It will then work with
county emergency management agencies to distribute donations back to Genesis and other organizations as
needed.
Donations can be dropped off at the Salvation Army location at 100 Kirkwood Blvd., Davenport, on Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Anyone wishing to donate supplies is advised to call (563) 324-4808 first.
Donors should prepare for a high volume of calls, have patience, and leave a message if their call is
unanswered.
Thank you for being in this COVID-19 fight together. #InThisTogether with our Community.

