
  

 

 
  

"Preaching of Saint John the Baptist” by Pieter Bruegel (1564-1638)  
Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest 

 
Preparation for Worship 
 

We invite you to meditate silently on art, music and Scripture. 
 

*Worshipers who are able, please stand. Bold indicates congregational response. 
 

The poinsettia on the chancel is given to the glory of God  
and in thanksgiving for the life of Lois Osterman by her family. 

 
 

The Church Gathers To... 
 

Prelude Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J. S. Bach
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala
 
Introit Advent Message                         Martin How 

       The Sanctuary Choir 
 

Praise Almighty God 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                       The Williams Family 
  

 
Reader 1              adapted from Rev. Elissa Bailey, who adapted from Spill the Beans 

December 12, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Gaudete Sunday 
Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

. 
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1702 Iowa Street 
Davenport, IA 52803 
A Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) 

Welcome! 
 

We are an open and affirming 
congregation, and a proud 
member of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians 

(covnetpres.org). 
 

 
People of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities are 
welcome here, along with their 

families. 
 

We are a 
Matthew 25 church 

       
Matthew 25 congregations 

identify themselves as 
working toward one or 

more of three goals: 
building congregational 

vitality, dismantling 
structural racism and 
eradicating systemic 

poverty. 

SCRIPTURES FOR 
MEDITATION 

 

Zephaniah 3: 14-20 
Isaiah 12: 2-6 

Philippians 4: 4-7 
Luke 3: 7-18 

 

“Sing aloud, O daughter 
Zion! Rejoice with all your 
heart! The LORD your God 
will rejoice over you with 
gladness; God will renew 
you in love and exult over 
you with loud singing as on 
a day of festival.”    

                   

  - From Zephaniah 3: 14-18 
 



 

  

                 Our Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala 
 Bridging Pastor 
Rev. Sue Howes  
 Associate Pastor Emerita 
Rev. Pat Halverson  
 Parish Associate  
Sarah Greim & Paula Hartmann  
 * Interim Christian Ed. Coordinators 
Matt Bishop 
 Director of Music 
Alex Gilson 
 Principal Organist 
    & Assistant Director of Music 
Linda Bengfort* 
 Assistant Choral Director 
Kathy Middleton* 
 Assistant Choral Director 
    for Children 
Kristine Olson 
 Finance Manager 
Susan Parker 
 Church Administrative Assistant 
Kandis Cooper* 
 Nursery Coordinator 
Darren Long 
 Facilities & Custodial Supervisor 
Kevin Wilson 
 Custodian 
Chad Dean* 
 Custodian 
 * Part-time employee 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
1702 Iowa Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 
Phone: 563-326-1691 
 

Outside office hours, this number 
will go to the pastor on call in case 
of emergency. 
 

For more information, see the 
e-news, church website or Facebook 
www.fpcdavenport.org 
 

Copyright Information 
 

Martin How, “Advent Message” (©1980 
Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.) 

Paul Manz, arr., “Gabriel’s Message” (©2000 
Augsburg Fortress.) 

James Mulholland, arr., “Come, Thou Long 
Expected Jesus” (©2012 Colla Voce Music.) 

 
Permission to podcast and reprint this music was 
obtained from WorshipCast License #13952 from 
Christian Copyright Solutions. All other works are 

in the public domain. 
 
 
 

We light these Advent Candles as we wait for what is to come. We have lit the  
candle of Hope and the candle of Peace to remind us of God’s promise to  
send a Savior.  
 
On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of Joy: Joy that comes as a  
baby; Joy that sings of God’s praise; Joy that calls us to follow God’s way.  
 
 

(All sing together) 
 
 

Hymn Canticle of the Turning, verse 3 Star of the County Down 

 
 
Reader 2 
 

Let us pray: Joy-filled God, as we wait for the child who will soon be born,  
help us to see that the world around us isn’t always filled with joy.  
In our world, when greed takes hold, getting ahead becomes life’s goal  
and the poor are left behind, powerless and oppressed. 
Breathe into us, O God, the Joy that comes from you alone.  
Send us out into a world that does not always know joy,  

     and empower us to share your Joy with all we meet. 
We ask it in the name of the One we call Joy; Amen. 

       
Call to Worship from Seasons of the Spirit 

 

God is our salvation; we will trust and not be afraid.  
We rejoice in gladness, with all our hearts; Again, we say: rejoice! 
Give thanks to God, who does great things among the nations.  
We rejoice in gladness, with all our hearts; Again, we say: rejoice! 
Proclaim God’s name with exaltation!  
We rejoice in gladness, with all our hearts; Again, we say: rejoice! 
Let us worship God. 
 

 
 
 



 

We believe that Christ is manifest in the community of believers who have been 
reconciled with God and with one another. Unity is both a gift and an obligation for 
the church. Unity becomes visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already 
conquered.  

f 

 

 

 

 

 

*Hymn #11 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

 
 

Confess to a Forgiving Creator 
 

*Call to Confession                                                                              from Seasons of the Spirit 
     

In our questions and curiosities, 
In the wrath we fear,  
In the fight we didn’t know we had to fight, 
In this journey we share together: 
God invites us to tell the truth about ourselves.  
Let us pray:  
 

*Prayer of Confession 

 

When we venture away from you, O God, 
Forgive us and let us start again.  
When we are reluctant to share,  
Forgive us and let us start again.  
When we would rather receive than give 
Forgive us and let us start again.  
When we prefer our way to your way,  
Forgive us and let us start again. Amen.  

 

*Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                                   
  

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
For God proclaims it: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
Anthem Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Arr. James Mulholland 

The Sanctuary Choir 

 
Listen for God’s Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination        

 

Holy Word, our guide and ultimate assurance: 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

In Our Prayers: For comfort, the 
Family and Friends of Lois Osterman, 
Dottie Travor, Dick Wells and Cheryl 
McCulloh and of those killed and 
injured in mass motor vehicle 
accidents in Wisconsin and Texas; for 
God’s presence with all those who are 
grieving; for God’s hands to touch  
Teresa Lasala, Jim and Lori Lasala,  
Dorothy Bain, Lynette, Brenda Cole, 
David Milnes, Hudson Stoner, 
Rebecca Koos; Barb Thede, families 
and victims of gun violence, abuse, 
addiction, violence, loss, suicide, 
COVID-19, and all recent natural 
disasters; FPC members and all others 
receiving the COVID vaccine.  
 

For Your Information: 
 

Mission Partners: Rev. José Pilar 
Alvare Cabrera and Rev. Nestor Eduardo 
Alvarez (leaders of ILUGUA, Zacapa, 
Guatemala); Alice Chikomo in Harare, 
Zimbabwe; Veda Gill (Presbyterian 
Education Board, Pakistan). 
 

Hospital visits: the Pastors make hospital 
visits when patients give permission and 
when pandemic precautions permit. 
 

InTouch Information: If you or a loved 
one is  unable to attend church services 
and would enjoy   a contact from one of 
First Presbyterian's In- Touch members, 
please contact Deacon Bev Koos (563-
676-0292). 
 

The Prayer Chain connects those in 
need of prayer with church members 
who are committed to a ministry of 
prayer. All requests may be directed to 
Mary Ann Francois (563-355-5292). 
 

Printed Prayer Requests require 
permission from the person(s) in need 
of prayer before prayers are printed in 
the bulletin. The best way to assure a 
hospital visit or a prayer is to notify the 
church office directly (563-326-1691). 
 
Prayer Shawls are available for you to 
give to those you know who are 
experiencing a challenge or joy. For your 
choosing, a variety of shawls are hanging 
on the coatrack near the main office. 

 



  

  

By your Holy Spirit,  
open us to your promises and commands  
and shower us again with your love; Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading Zephaniah 3: 14-20  

 

“Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, God has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear 
disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not 
let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory. God will rejoice over you with gladness and renew you in love; the Lord will 
exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.  Thus says the Lord, ‘I will 
remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all 
your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you 
home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among 
all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes.’”  

 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

  Isaiah 12: 2-6 

 

“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD is my 
strength and my might; God has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: “Give thanks and call on the 
name of the Lord; make known God’s deeds among the nations; proclaim that God’s 
name is exalted. Sing praises to the LORD who has done gloriously; let this be known in 
all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel.” 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message     Ruling Elder Sarah Greim and Friends 
 
Sermon At the End of Lament Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala 

 
Respond to God’s Word 

 
Recognition of New Members   
 

On behalf of the session, I present our class of new members who have been received 
into the membership of the congregation by letter of transfer or reaffirmation of faith.  
 

In baptism you were claimed by God, marked as Christ’s own forever, and  
joined to Christ’s body by the Holy Spirit. You come to us then, not as  
strangers, but as friends in Christ and members of the household of God.  
We rejoice that you desire to join with this congregation  
in the worship and mission of the church. 
 

Hear these words from Scripture: 

 

There is one body and one Spirit,           Eph. 4:4–6 
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Creator of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. 

Come, Thou Long 
Expected Jesus 

Text: Charles Wesley 

1. Come, thou long expected 
Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release 
us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and 
consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

“View the 
present Through 
the Promise” 

Text: Thomas Troeger 

View the present thro' the 
promise, 
Christ will come again. 
Trust despite the deep'ning 
darkness, 
Christ will come again. 
Lift the world above its grieving, 
Thro' your watching and 
believing 
In the hope past faith's 
conceiving: 



er   

As members of the body of Christ,  
let us reaffirm the faith into which we were baptized: 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God,  
do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
I do. 

 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
I do. 

 

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple,  
obeying his word and showing his love?  
I will. 

 

Will you devote yourself Acts 2:42 
to the church’s teaching and fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and the prayers?  
I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you be a faithful member of this congregation;  
share in its worship and mission 
through your prayers and gifts, your study and service; 
and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
I will. 

 

Holy God, thank you for calling us to be your people  
and joining us to Christ’s body, the church.  
We praise you for leading these 
siblings in Christ to this congregation. 
Empower us all by your Spirit, 
that we might love one another as Christ loved us,  
honoring him in all that we say and do, 
giving our lives in service to others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Remember your baptism and be thankful, 
and know that the Holy Spirit is at work within you! 

 

Welcome to this ministry that we share in Jesus Christ! 
 
Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God   

 

Generous God, with joy we gather water from your well of salvation that never runs dry. Grant that we too may be like 
wells that, trusting in your unending grace as we pour ourselves out for the sake of your world, will never run dry. 
Amen 
 

 Improvisation on “People, Look East” Alex Gilson 



  To donate, please visit the church website, fpcdavenport.org, and click on “Donate Now,” 
use the link: https://bit.ly/2V8nEgm, or mail your check in to the church office. 

 

*Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God 

 
 

Go To Serve With God’s Blessing 
*Hymn #12 People, Look East BESANÇON 

 
*Charge and Benediction  Philippians 4: 4-7 

 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say: Rejoice.  
 Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  
 The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything,  
 but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,  
 let your requests be made known to God.  
 

 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  
 will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
Choral Benediction “View the Present Through the Promise” AR HYD Y NOS 
 
Postlude Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland in organo pleno, BWV 661 J. S. Bach 

 
Weekly Program Schedule 

 

Online Worship Watch 
Party 

Sundays, 9:30 a.m., for more 
information, see the e-news, church 

website or Facebook. 

MusikGarten 

Online, Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 

Cherub Choir and Sunday 
School 

Today, December 12th, 10:50 – 
11:20 a.m. Cherub Choir, CE 

Building, 3d Floor 
Sunday School  

Sunday, December 12th, 10:35 – 
11:20 a.m., CE Building, 3d Floor 

Confirmation Class 
10:35 – 11:20 a.m., Fireplace 

Room 
Confirmation Class is for anyone 

in 7th – 9th Grades 

Adult Christian Education 
Sundays, 10:35 a.m. – 11:20 

a.m., Von Maur Hall 
Caring Closet 

Sundays, Donations received 
10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 

Chamber Chorale 
Sundays, 11:20 a.m. – 12:20 

p.m., Choir Room 
Pickle Ball 

Monday, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Gym 
Caring Closet  

Tuesdays 9:00 a.m. – noon with 
donations received  

 

Staff Meeting 
Wednesday, December 15th, 

10:00 a.m. Hybrid Zoom 
 

Pickle Ball 
Wednesday, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., 

Gym 

Bible Basics 201 
Wednesday, December 15th, 6:15 p.m. 

Vesper Bells 
December 16th In recess 

Sanctuary Choir 
Thursday, 7:00- 10:00 p.m., Sanctuary, 

Christmas Concert Dress Rehearsal 

Christmas Concert 
Dec. 18th Saturday, 7:30 p.m.  
Dec. 19th Sunday, 4:00 p.m. 



  Called Meeting of the Congregation 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Davenport, Iowa has called a Special Meeting of the Congregation on 
Sunday, December 12, 2021, immediately following the worship service for the elections of a Pastor Nominating 
Committee and Pastor Nominating Committee and Church Officers. 
 

Bible Basics 201 – December 2021 Lessons 

On December 1st, we will begin an Advent/Christmas series.  The lessons will look at the gospel stories of Jesus’ birth.  
Here is the link to the lessons: Incarnation: Fleshing Out the Bible's Christmas Stories - Yale Bible Study.  Watch the video 
for each week and then join us for our fellowship and discussion on Wednesdays at 6:15 PM.  

 

December 15: Word Made Flesh – the Gospel of John 

 

Bible Basics 201 will be in recess on December 22 & December 29. We will meet again on January 5, 2022.  

 

Please contact Mark Jones (mkjones@mchsi.com) for more information.  Here is the Zoom link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82283095977?pwd=VnJFdmowcFJua3hSWEpQanNBVFhFdz09  
Meeting ID: 822 8309 5977  Passcode: 215593 
 

Prayer Shawl Group and Knit for Kids 

 

The Prayer Shawl Group is meeting on Tuesday, December 14th, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.   

 

Mary Ann Francois is hosting the group in her home, 2205 Kimberly Rd. Apt. 335 (Thomas Place), Bettendorf.  

 

All who have interest in making prayer shawls for the church or blankets, hats or sweaters for Knit for Kids are welcome 
to attend.   
Questions, contact (Karla Jones (mkjones@mchsi.com; 563-349-4000) or Mary Ann Francois 
(maryannfrancois@mediacombb.net; 563-355-5292). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FPC Christmas Concerts 

"Risen with Healing In His Wings" 
Saturday, December 18, 7:30pm 
Sunday, December 19, 4:00pm 

Complimentary Tickets Required (reserved seating) 

The Music department at FPC is excited to resume 
its tradition of celebratory Christmas concerts, and 
after a year with no in-person concert, you’ll want 
to be sure to reserve your seats in advance. This 
year’s concerts, on the third weekend in December, 
feature many of the church's great and beloved 
ensembles: the Sanctuary Choir, Chamber Chorale, 
Vesper Bells, Kildalton Quartet, and 
Celebration Singers, accompanied by full orchestra 
and Principal Organist Alex Gilson. *Face masks 
required. 

This year’s repertoire is centered around a theme 
of healing. As the world continues to deal with the 
effects of COVID-19 and its many variants, it is our 
hope that this year’s concerts will bring about a 
sense of healing and recovery in our community. 
These concerts will be both a celebration of our 
Christmas traditions and an acknowledgment that 
many people are still grieving the loss of loved 
ones, of jobs, and of normalcy. 
 
For this concert, we are partnering with QC 
Foundation to provide items for children of adults 
with arrest and conviction records. Concert 
attendees are asked to bring items to donate from 
this list: 

 Fast food gift cards ($10) 
 Hats 

 Mittens 

 Small bottles of laundry soap 

 Sweatshirts (S-XXL) 
 Candy 

 Small male/female hygiene kits 
 
Saturday Tickets: https://bit.ly/3mMzwnm 
Sunday Tickets: https://bit.ly/3kcZZbT 


