
  

 
 

 
 

"Visit of Mary to Elizabeth” (1963) by Father George Saget 

Mural – Keur Moussa, Senegal 
 

Preparation for Worship 
 

We invite you to meditate silently on art, music and Scripture. 
 

*Worshipers who are able, please stand. Bold indicates congregational response. 
 

 

The Church Gathers To... 
 

Prelude Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen Johannes Brahms 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala 
 
Prelude Gabriel’s Message Martin How 

 

Praise Almighty God 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                  The Jacobsmeier Family 
  

 
Reader 1          adapted from Rev. Elissa Bailey, who adapted from Spill the Beans 

 

We light these Advent Candles as we wait for what is to come. We have lit the  
candle of Hope, the candle of Peace and the candle of Joy to remind us of God’s
promise to send a Savior.  
  

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of Love: 
Love that is patient and kind, and not envious or boastful or 

December 19, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Worship at 9:30 a.m.  
. 
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1702 Iowa Street 
Davenport, IA 52803 
A Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) 

Welcome! 
 

We are an open and affirming 
congregation, and a proud 
member of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians 

(covnetpres.org). 
 

 
People of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities are 
welcome here, along with their 

families. 
 

We are a 
Matthew 25 church 

       
Matthew 25 congregations 

identify themselves as 
working toward one or 

more of three goals: 
building congregational 

vitality, dismantling 
structural racism and 
eradicating systemic 

poverty. 

SCRIPTURES FOR 
MEDITATION 

 

Micah 5: 2-5a 
Luke 1: 39-45, 56  

Luke 1: 46-55 
 

“God has shown 
strength … and has 
scattered the proud…. 
The Lord has brought 
down the powerful … 
and lifted up the lowly; 
God has filled the hungry 
with good things and 
sent the rich away 
empty.”     
         -From Luke 1: 51-53 



 

  

rude; Love that will never end; Love that comes to teach us to love. 
 

(All sing together) 
 
 

                                          Hymn                                    Canticle of the Turning, verse 4                                               Star of the County Down 

 
 

Reader 2 
 

Let us pray: O God who is Love, teach us to be your love in the world. 
Breathe into us your transforming power 
to share hope where there is no hope, 
to offer peace where peace does not exist, 
to spread joy where joy is lacking, 
and to live in love because Christ first loved us; Amen. 
 

Call to Worship from Isaiah 35 
 

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
The desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly; 
And rejoice with joy and singing! 
 

Then the lame shall leap like a deer; 
And the tongue of the speechless sing for joy; 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with singing! 
 

Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
And sorrow and sighing will flee away!” 
 

Let us worship God. 
 

 

 
 



  *Hymn Here in This Place GATHER US IN
 

 
 

Confess to a Forgiving Creator 
 

*Call to Confession                                                                              from Seasons of the Spirit 
 

Like Mary, we are often perplexed and confused 
as we try to fathom God’s ways. 

Like Elizabeth, many of us have lived most of our lives 
with a sense of not being good enough. 

Like Joseph, we want to do the right thing, 
but worry about getting it wrong. 

And even so, God looks on us with love. 
Let us entrust the truth about ourselves to God: 

 

*Prayer of Confession                                                                         from Seasons of the Spirit 

 

Holy Spirit whose shadowed presence is in our midst, we hold tenderly the promise 
of something more beyond what we can see with our eyes or touch with our hands 
or make real by our efforts alone.  We yearn for the seeds of hope, peace, joy and 

love to bloom in the desert places of our world. We wait with eager longing for that 
time. Inspire us in this time of holding, give us renewed passion for our work, and 

teach us to watch and wait for the dawn of your new day. Amen. 
 



  *Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                                   
  

Hear the good news: 
God’s grace is given freely; 
God’s love for us is without limit. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Anthem Quia Respexit (from Magnificat in D) Johann Sebastian Bach 

Madeline Bawden 

 
Listen for God’s Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination        

 

Enflamed by your reconciling love, O God, we come to your Word  
willing to be stilled and willing to be moved.   
By your Word in the words,  
fill us with your presence and 
shower us with the fire of your love; Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading Luke 1: 39-45, 56  

 

“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  And Mary remained with her for 
about three months and then returned to her home.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  Luke 1: 46-55 

 

“And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of this servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name. 
The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear God from generation to generation. 
God has shown strength and has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
The Lord has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
The Lord has helped God’s servant Israel, in remembrance of God’s mercy, 
according to the promise made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Children’s Message     Ruling Elder Sarah Greim and Friends 
 
Sermon A Fierce Promise Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala 

 
 



  Respond to God’s Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                             from Micah 5: 2-5 
 

As the prophet Micah wrote: 
“O Bethlehem, one of the little clans of Judah: 
from you shall come forth for me One who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days;   
One who shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD our God. 
And they shall live secure,  
for this One shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and shall be the One of peace.” 
We wait for this One in hope, peace, joy and love. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you, 
 Lift up your hearts! 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise…. 
 

The Prayer of Jesus                                             First Presbyterian Church Confirmation Class 
 

Our God Who is above, Holy is your Name; allow us into Heaven. 
May your requests of us be completed in our lives,  
as well as where you have spread your word. 
Give us this time to fill our souls. 
Forgive us for what we have done wrong  
and others who have done wrong to us. 
Don't let us follow wrongdoings and shield us from harm, 
for your home is our home.  
Almighty love and glory we give to you now and for eternal life. Amen. 

 
Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God   from Spill the Beans 

 

For Hope when all seemed hopeless;  
For the Peace of prayers answered and promises kept;  
For Joy in place of sorrow;  
for your Love embodied in a little child:  
we give you thanks, O God, and bring our gifts;  
our offering is a sign of our gratitude  
and a pledge of our love, in Jesus’ name; Amen. 
 

Offertory Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding Malcolm Archer 
 

To donate, please visit the church website, fpcdavenport.org, and click on “Donate Now,” 
use the link: https://bit.ly/2V8nEgm, or mail your check in to the church office. 

 

*Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God 
 

(sing together) 
 



  

 
 

Go To Serve With God’s Blessing 
 

*Hymn Now the Heavens Start to Whisper Jefferson 

 
 

*Charge and Benediction  from Spill the Beans 
 

As you re-enter a world that is full already of Christmas celebrations, 
Remember that you are still waiting. 
and while you are waiting, 
the world is also waiting 
for the transformation you bring in Jesus’ name. 

 

Prepare your hearts again for God’s in-breaking, 
And go forth with hope, peace, joy and love. 

 
Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Emma Lou Diemer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Weekly Program Schedule 
 

Online Worship Watch Party 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m., for more information, see the e-news, church website or Facebook. 

 

MusikGarten 

Online, Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Cherub Choir and Sunday School 
10:35 – 11:20 a.m. Cherub Choir, CE Building, 3d Floor 

 

Kirkwood Choir and Sunday School  
10:35 – 11:20 a.m. Kirkwood Choir, CE Building, 3d Floor 

 

Confirmation Class 
10:35 – 11:20 a.m., Fireplace Room 

Confirmation Class is for anyone in 7th – 9th Grades 

 

Adult Christian Education 
Sundays, 10:35 a.m. – 11:20 a.m., Von Maur Hall 

 

Caring Closet 
Sundays, Donations received 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 

 

Chamber Chorale 
In Recess 

 

Pickle Ball 
Mondays, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Gym 

 

Session with Committees Prior 
 Monday, 7:00 p.m. via zoom 

 

Caring Closet  
Tuesdays 9:00 a.m. – noon with donations received  

 

Adult Christian Education Committee 
Tuesday, 5:00 p.m. via zoom 

 

Pickle Ball 
Wednesdays, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., Gym 

 

Staff Meeting 
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. Hybrid Zoom 

 

Pandemic Task Force 
Thursday, 6:00 p.m. via zoom 

 

Bible Basics 201 
In Recess This Week 

 

Vesper Bells 
In Recess 

Sanctuary Choir 
In Recess 

Caring Closet 
Closed 12/24 – 1/4 


