December 24, 2021
Christmas Eve
Children’s Christmas Pageant
Worship at 4:00 p.m.
.

First Presbyterian Church

1702 Iowa Street
Davenport, IA 52803
A Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)

Welcome!
We are an open and affirming
congregation, and a proud
member of the Covenant
Network of Presbyterians
(covnetpres.org).

People of all sexual orientations
and gender identities are
welcome here, along with their
families.

We are a
Matthew 25 church

Matthew 25 congregations
identify themselves as
working toward one or
more of three goals:
building congregational
vitality, dismantling
structural racism and
eradicating systemic
poverty.

SCRIPTURE FOR
MEDITATION
“Do not be afraid; for
see – I bring you good
news of great joy for all
people: to you is born
this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord.”
- Luke 2: 10-11

Filippo Lippi (c. 1406-1469), Adoration of the Child in the Forest.
Gemäldegalerie, Berlin.
Preparation for Worship
We invite you to meditate silently on art, music and Scripture.
*Worshipers who are able, please stand. Bold indicates congregational response.

The Church Gathers To...
Prelude

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Welcome and Announcements

Arr. Brant Adams
Rev. Dr. Kathy Stoner-Lasala

Blessing of the Children
Introit

A Christmas Lullaby

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Jane Lindner
The Children

Reader 1

adapted from Rev. Elissa Bailey, who adapted from Spill the Beans

We have lit these Advent Candles to remind us
of God’s promise to send a Savior.
On this Christmas Eve, we light the Christ Candle.
Christ is the True Light who brings light to all people.
We are called to carry the light into the world.
Reader 2
Let us pray: O God of Light, you illuminate every corner of the world.
Thank you for sending Jesus, light of the world, who shows us how much you love us.
Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God
Lord Jesus, you are amazing and You love us so much. Thank you for Christmas, for the Christmas story, for carols,
for decorations, for cookies, and presents. Christmas gives us so many good things, but the best one is You! You
bring us so much every day. Remind us to give our best back to you. Amen.
In dulci jubilo, BWV 608

J. S. Bach

To donate, please visit the church website, fpcdavenport.org, and click on “Donate Now,”
use the link: https://bit.ly/2V8nEgm, or mail your check in to the church office.

*Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God

Children's Anthem

A Christmas Lullaby

Jane Lindner

The Christmas Story
Scene 1
Hymn # 38

When the World Feels Scary
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

CAROL

conquered.
f

Scene 2
Carol

Joseph Has a Dream
Do You Hear What I Hear?

Scene 3

Tough Questions

Scene 4
Hymn #9

Caesar Augustus
O Come O Come Emmanuel

VENI EMMANUEL

O Radian
er

Scene 5
Hymn #43

Scene 6
Scene 7
Hymn #23

Mary and Joseph Arrive in Bethlehem
O Little Town of Bethlehem

FOREST GREEN

Wait a Minute…
The Shepherds Hear the Good News
Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA

Scene 8
Hymn #66

Scene 9
Hymn #60

Scene 10
Hymn #40

The Magi and King Herod
We Three Kings

This is Just the Beginning
Silent Night

Mary Gets the Last Word
Joy to the World

THREE KINGS OF ORIENT

STILLE NACHT

ANTIOCH

Benediction
Postlude

Final from Organ Symphony no. 1

Louis Vierne

When the world was dark and the city was quiet, you came.
You crept in beside us, and no one knew,
only the few who dared to believe that God might do something different.
Will you do the same this Christmas, Lord?
Will you come into the darkness of tonight’s world not the friendly darkness as when sleep rescues us from tiredness,
but the fearful darkness, in which people have stopped believing:
that war will end
or that food will come
or that a government will change
or that the Church cares?
Will you come into that darkness and do something different
to save your people from death and despair?
Will you come into the quietness of this town not the friendly quietness as when lovers hold hands,
but the fearful silence when:
the phone has not rung
the letter has not come,
the friendly voice no longer speaks,
the doctor’s face says it all?
Will you come into that darkness and do something different
not to distract, but to embrace your people?
Will you come into the dark corners and the quiet places of our lives?
We ask this not because we are guilt-ridden or want to be,
but because the fullness of our lives longs for, depends upon, our being:
as open and vulnerable as you were to us
when you came wearing no more than diapers
and trusting human hands to hold their maker.
Will you come into our lives
if we open them to you and do something different?
When the world was dark and the city was quiet, you came.
You crept in beside us.
Do the same this Christmas, Lord.
Do the same this Christmas.
Amen.
-Cloth for the Cradle, Iona Community

