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First Sunday after Christmas Day

- Welcome

Prelude X Noel, Sur Les Flutes  Louis Claude Daquin
Call to worship from Isaiah 9

Leader:
As we gather together this morning, we offer our thanks and
praise to God.

People:
For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"Hymn #29 Go Tell it on the Mountain GO TELLIT

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40  The New Living Version

Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of
Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord. The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first
child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” So they offered the
sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—"either a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons.”

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was
righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come
and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to
him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That
day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to
present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was
there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,

“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
as you have promised.

[ have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared for all people.

He is a light to reveal God to the nations,

and he is the glory of your people Israel!”



Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them, and he said
to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in [srael to fall, and many others to
rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts
of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of
Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. Then
she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and
night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary
and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been
waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.

When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to
Nazareth in Galilee. There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God'’s
favor was on him.

Sermon | Have Lots of Questions Pat Halverson
Affirmation of Faith Apostles Creed
All:

[ believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic® church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

"Hymn #27, Gentle Mary Laid Her Child TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
Offering Vivace from Variations sur un Noél, Op.20 Marcel Dupré
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

"Hymn #21 All My Heart Today Rejoices WARUM SOLLT ICH
Benediction

Postlude Improvisation on ‘GO TELL IT Alex Gilson
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