
 

 
  

 
Cara B. Hochhalter, The Magi, 2019. 

 

"It is told that Magi, astrologers from other surrounding nations, also came to 
see this child. This story implies that, although Jesus was of humble background, 
those who were wealthy, educated, and from faraway places were also lured to 
this child of peace. I included a woman riding a camel in this image, for certainly 

there were also women who studied the stars and looked for signs—rich and 
poor, people of all races and backgrounds responded to the love that Jesus would 

teach. It is a love meant to cross all cultural boundaries, even today.” 
 

Preparation for Worship 
We invite you to meditate silently on art, music, and Scripture. 

*Worshipers who are comfortable doing so, please stand. 
Bold indicates congregational response. 

 
To help you get to know the people sitting in your pew/row, 

please complete the Friendship Pad and pass it to your neighbors. 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES FOR MEDITATION 

 
Isaiah 60:1-6        Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14        Ephesians 3:1-12        Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The Church Gathers To... 
 

Prelude In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J. S. Bach 
 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Pat Halverson 
 
Minute for Mission Paula Hartman 
 
Prelude There Is a Happy Land Arr. George Shearing 

Epiphany of the Lord 
January 08, 2023 

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
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1702 Iowa Street 

Davenport, IA 52803 

A Congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) 

 

Welcome! 
We are an open and affirming 

congregation, and a proud 
member of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians 

(covnetpres.org). 
 

 
People of all gender identities are 

welcome here, along with their 
families. 

 

We are a 
Matthew 25 church 

 
Matthew 25 congregations 

identify themselves as 
working toward one or 

more of three goals: 
building congregational 

vitality, dismantling 
structural racism and 
eradicating systemic 

poverty. 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
First Presbyterian Church 
gratefully acknowledges 

the Indigenous Peoples on 
whose ancestral homelands 

we gather, as well as the 
diverse and vibrant 

Indigenous communities 
who make Iowa and Illinois 

their home today. The 
communities we serve 
through our ministries 
occupy the traditional 

homelands of the people of 
the Kiikaapoi, Myaamia, 
Očhéthi Šakówiŋ, Peoria, 

Sauk, and Meskwaki 
nations. We honor these 

and numerous Indigenous 
tribes who first made the 
banks of the Mississippi 

River a center for arts and 
commerce. 

  

1702 Iowa Street 

Davenport, IA 52803 

A Congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) 



Our Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Kris Schondelmeyer 
 Head of Staff 

Rev. Pat Halverson*  

 Parish Associate  

Kristy Woodrow 
Director of Christian Education 

Sarah Greim & Paula Hartmann  
 * Interim Christian Ed. Coordinators 

Matt Bishop 
 Director of Music 

Alex Gilson 
 Principal Organist 
    & Assistant Director of Music 

Linda Bengfort* 
 Assistant Choral Director 

Kathy Middleton* 
 Assistant Choral Director 
    for Children 

Kristine Olson 
 Finance Manager 

Becky Lopez*   

  Accounting Assistant 

Susan Parker 
 Church Administrative Assistant 

Darren Long 
 Facilities & Custodial Supervisor 

Kevin Wilson 
 Custodian 

Chad Dean* 
 Custodian 

Nichole Kerker* 
 Nursery Coordinator 

Kelley Wohlers* 
 Nursery Caregiver 
 

 * Part-time employee 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
1702 Iowa Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 
Phone: 563-326-1691 
 

Outside office hours, this number 
will go to the pastor on call in case 
of emergency. 
 

For more information, see the 
e-news, church website or 
Facebook www.fpcdavenport.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise Almighty God 

 
Call to Worship Thomas M. Shuman 
 

We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?' 
We will find the Babe in the laughter of children, in the wisdom of 
grandparents. 
We gather asking, 'where will we find the Child of Christmas?' 
We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, where the 
oppressed are set free. 
We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ who has come for 
us?' 
We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, where hatred is 
overwhelmed by love, where all people are overwhelmed by joy. 
 

*Hymn #56 The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 

 

 

Confess to a Forgiving Creator 

 
Call to Confession  
 

God judges the nations with righteousness and answers the poor with justice. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your 
love for all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of 
your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not 
strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of 
your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining 
in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Assurance 
 

Light has come to us. Your light has come, and it has erased the darkness. Now 
we can walk and work in the light. We are loved by God and called to God's 
service. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
 
 

http://www.fpcdavenport.org/


   *Response to Grace Of the Father’s Love Begotten (Verse 3) DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
 

 

 

Listen for God’s Word 

 
Children’s Message  Elder Sarah Greim 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Holy One, giver of all light, lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, the morning 
star that never fades. By the light of your Holy Spirit reveal to us your saving 
Word and lead us to offer our lives to you in service and in love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, 
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 
come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and 
look around; they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come 
from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall 
come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Lesson from the Gospels Matthew 2:1-12 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” Then 
Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

In Our Prayers: families and victims of gun 
violence; the people of Ukraine and all who 
groan under oppression; for God’s presence 
with all who are grieving the loss of  Dwight 
Wood, Juanita White Daugherty Briggs, 
Gayle Allard, Betty Nelson, Eleanor Beadles 
White, Kathy Goldsmith (Ruth Rensberger’s 
daughter), Betsy Kisler, Jim Lasala, Ella Johns, 
Georgia Sodawasser, Gloria Wadsworth, 
Chris Cook, Bruce Kahler, Jim Calhoun, Holly 
Rivera; for God’s mercy and grace to touch 
Krik Christie, Lorraine Sewick, John Timm 
and family, Brandon Bufe,  Allison Kennedy, 
Dylan’s grandmother,  Roberta Shadensack, 
Julia Pedigo, Jim Woods, Tammy Wood, 
Benjamin Bartnicke, Erin Middleton Cavan, 
Danielle, Dorothy Bain, Lynette, Brenda Cole, 
David Milnes, Hudson Stoner, Dorothy 
Downing, and those experiencing abuse, 
addiction, violence, loss, suicide, COVID-19, 
and natural disaster.  
 
Mission Partners: Rev. José Pilar Alvarez 
Cabrera and Rev. Nestor Eduardo Alvarez 
Cabrera in Zacapa, Guatemala; Alice 
Chikomo in Harare, Zimbabwe; Veda Gill 
in Pakistan. 
 
Hospital visits: the Pastors make hospital 
visits when patients give permission and 
when pandemic precautions permit. 
 
InTouch Information: For anyone who is 
homebound and would enjoy   a contact from 
one of First Presbyterian's In- Touch 
members, please contact Deacon Colleen 
Duenas. 
 
The Prayer Chain connects those who 
need prayer with those who commit to a 
ministry of prayer. Contact Mary Ann 
Francois (563-355-5292). 
 
Printed Prayer Requests require permission   
from the person(s) in need of prayer 
before prayers are printed in the bulletin. 
The best way to assure a hospital visit or a 
prayer is to contact the church office 
directly (563-326-1691).  
 
PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
The Prayer Shawl Group is meeting on 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 from 6:30 to 
8:00pm.  Karla Jones is hosting the group in 
her home, 5910 Crow Valley Park Drive, 
Davenport. 
All who are interested in making prayer 
shawls for the church or blankets, hats or 
sweaters for Knit for Kids are welcome to 
attend.  Questions, contact Karla Jones 
(mkjones@mchsi.com; 563-349-4000). 



the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  Kristy Woodrow 
 

Respond to God’s Word 

 
Affirmation of Faith New Creed of 1968, United Church of Canada 
 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created 
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and 
make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are 
called to be the Church:  to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life 
beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayers of the People Rev. Sarah Speed 
 

God of today, tomorrow, and yesterday, like the Magi, we are seeking you (our 
prayers continue…). 
Holy God, you were the God of yesterday, and we know you’ll be the God of 
tomorrow, for you have loved us from generation to generation. So, with 
grateful hearts, we pray together the words your son taught us to pray, saying: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and let us not fall into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Offering Our Gifts and Lives to God 
 

Offertory In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 J. S. Bach 
 
To share your treasure, you may use the offering plate that is placed in the narthex; 
or you may visit the church website at www. fpcdavenport.org, and click on “Donate 
Now;” or you may use the link: https://bit.ly/2V8nEgm; or you may mail your check 

to the church office; or you may donate directly from your phone: 

Bible Basics – January 2023 

Are you looking to fulfill a New 
Year’s resolution to learn more 
about the bible?  Join us at Bible 
Basics.  We continue to meet 
remotely on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:15 PM.  We are 
currently watching a video 
series, History and Archaeology 
of the Bible.  You do not need to 
have seen any of the previous 
videos in this series to 
appreciate those coming 
up.  Join us. 
 

January 11 
Judea in the Early Roman 
Empire 
 

January 18 
Jesus and John the Baptist 
 
January 25 
The Ministry of Jesus 
 

In February, we will start a study 

of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 

 
Please contact Mark Jones 
(mkjones@mchsi.com) for more 
information.  Here is the Zoom 
link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/822

83095977?pwd=VnJFdmowcFJu

a3hSWEpQanNBVFhFdz09  

Meeting ID: 822 8309 5977 
Passcode: 215593 

 
Adult Christian Education 

Sundays, 10:35 a.m.  
Hybrid Zoom 

Zoom Link 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/871
42275458?pwd=ekt6VTBWd1BB

MU1PdHErVENEZnVsQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 87142275458 
Passcode:1702 

 
On January 8 and 15 we will 

complete our study of Advent in 

https://bit.ly/2V8nEgm
mailto:mkjones@mchsi.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82283095977?pwd=VnJFdmowcFJua3hSWEpQanNBVFhFdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82283095977?pwd=VnJFdmowcFJua3hSWEpQanNBVFhFdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82283095977?pwd=VnJFdmowcFJua3hSWEpQanNBVFhFdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87142275458?pwd=ekt6VTBWd1BBMU1PdHErVENEZnVsQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87142275458?pwd=ekt6VTBWd1BBMU1PdHErVENEZnVsQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87142275458?pwd=ekt6VTBWd1BBMU1PdHErVENEZnVsQT09


  

 
*Presentation of Our Gifts and Lives to God 
 

 
 

Offering Prayer and Star Words Dedication 

 

Go To Serve With God’s Blessing 

 
*Hymn #66 We Three Kings THREE KINGS OF ORIENT 
 

 
 
*Charge and Benediction   
 
Postlude Improvisation on “There is A Happy Land” Alex Gilson 
 
 

Plain Sight and then on January 
22 and 29 we will turn back to 

our study of the Heidelberg 
Catechism that we began in the 
fall. We hope to have an open 
conversation with Pastor Kris 

Schondelmeyer on February 5. 
 
 

Copyright Information 
 

George Shearing, Arr. “There Is a Happy 
Land” (©1977 Sacred Music Press) 

 
Permission to podcast and reprint this 
music was obtained from WorshipCast 

License #13952 from Christian 
Copyright Solutions. All other works are 

in the public domain. 
 

Today's liturgical elements are from the 
liturgy: A Sanctified Art LLC  

retrieved from: sanctifiedart.org, the 
Book of Confessions, and the Book of 

Worship of the PCUSA. 
 

 

 
Vaccine Booster and Flu Shot 

 

The Pandemic Task Force 
strongly recommends and 

encourages our community to 
stay up to date on your 

immunization and receive your 
COVID-19 booster shot when 

appropriate and your influenza 
vaccine at your soonest 

convenience. Both shots are 
readily available from area 
pharmacies; consult your 

physician with any questions. 
Let's all stay healthy this fall and 

winter! 
 

Your church staff members are 
doing their part: all church staff 

are up to date on COVID 
boosters when appropriate and 
flu shots. Your staff is working 
to keep you safe – please help 

to keep them safe, too! 
 



you may  Newcomer’s Inquiry 
 

 

Newcomer’s Inquiry will be held on January 22, 2022, at 11:00 a.m.  We invite 
anyone interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church or exploring 
the possibility of becoming a church member.  This event offers an opportunity to 
ask questions and meet some members of our congregation and leaders.  This does 
not require making a membership decision.  Please let the church office know if 
you are interested in attending @ 563-326-1691. 

 
Donate Directly from Your Phone! 

 

First Presbyterian Church makes it easy to donate online! Simply open the camera 
app on your smartphone, take a photo of the QR Code below, and follow the link to 
our online giving site. 

 

 
 

 
Ways to Give to First Presbyterian Church 

 
 

It is your generous financial commitment to First Pres that allows FPC to continue 
its ministries and missions to help support church members, community, and staff.   
With new technology and changes in tax law, the very meaningful act of placing 
your gift in the offering plate each Sunday is no longer the only way to financially 
support FPC.  For anyone looking for alternative ways to give, below are additional 
options to give to FPC: 
 

• Donate online by visiting www.fpcdavenport.org 

• Required Minimum Distributions (RMD)  

• Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD)  

• Gifting Stock 
 

As always, thank you for your continued support of First Presbyterian Church. For 
specific instructions or if you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Finance Office at olson@fpcdavenport.org or 563.326.1691 
Ext. 219. 

 
Blessing Box Drive 

 
January 16, 2023 

KWQC – TV 6 
805 Brady Street   Davenport, Iowa 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
“A Box Full of Blessings” 

Please be a blessing to other by donating 
 

Weekly Program Schedule 
https://www.fpcdavenport.org/calendar/ 

 

Worship Service  
9:30 a.m.  Sanctuary 

 Online Worship Watch Party 
See e-News, website or Facebook 

 

MusikGarten 
8:30 a.m. Zoom 

10:30 a.m. CE Building #307 
 

Nursery Open 
Sundays 8:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Thursdays 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
 

Kirkwood Choir 
9:45 a.m. CE Building #301 

 

Sunday School  
10:35 a.m. CE Building 3d Floor 

 

Adult Christian Education 
10:35 a.m. Von Maur Hall 

 

Chamber Chorale 
10:45 a.m. Sanctuary  

 

Caring Closet 
Sundays, 9:30 - 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesdays, 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Pickle Ball 
Monday and Wednesday  
9:00 – 11:00 a.m., Gym 

 

Scout Troop 7/Scout Troop 1107 
Monday, 6:00 p.m.  

Gym, Game Room, Fellowship Hall, Library 
 

Board of Deacons 
Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Bible Basics 201 
Wednesday 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. 

 

Vesper Bells  
Thursday 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Choir 
 Thursday7:00 p.m. 

http://www.fpcdavenport.org/
mailto:olson@fpcdavenport.org


  Please Remember: 
Complete your Building Use 

Forms for 2023 
 

As the calendar turns to the new 
year, we all need to fill out new 

Building Use Forms for 2023. 
 

  Recurring meetings, one-time 
meetings, events, meals, 

gatherings, parties, receptions, 
classes, discussion groups, book 

studies, prayer meetings  
(even if we’ve been meeting in 

the building for decades): 
ALL of us need to complete new 

Building Use Forms for 2023.  
 

Blank forms are available from 
Church Administrative Assistant 
Susan Parker or from Facilities 

Supervisor Darren Long.  
Many, many thanks! 

 
 
 

Boy Scout Troop 7  
is back in our church building! 

 

First Presbyterian’s 110-year-old 
Boy Scout Troop 7 and our 

brand-new Girls’ Troop 1107 are 
seeking youth to become 

members. The troops meet in 
the FPC gymnasium, Monday 

evenings from 6:30 PM to 8 PM. 
Spread the word around!  All 

are welcome. 

Items Needed 
Personal Products Cleaning Products                 Paper Products 
Tooth paste/brushes Bathroom Cleaners Paper towels 
Mouthwash Household Cleaners Toilet Paper 
Deodorant Disinfectant Wipes Kleenex 
Soap/Body Wash Dish Detergent 
Lotion/Vaseline  Laundry Products 
Shampoo/Conditioner   Detergent 
Sanitizer  Bleach 
   Fabric Softener 

 
It’s Carnival Sunday Time at First Church Jan 22  9:30 AM 

 
Celebrate Carnival Sunday Jan 22nd 9:30 with New Orleans music, Mardi Gras fun 

and a delicious brunch after worship. In the United States the principal Carnival 

celebration is in New Orleans, where the Carnival season opens on Twelfth Night 

(January 6) and climaxes with the Mardi Gras festivities commencing 10 days before 

Shrove Tuesday. For the third time, we have invited husband and wife Jazz duo Jeff 

(piano) and Anne (flute, vocals) Barnhart  guest artists along with our Sanctuary 

Choir and organist, Alex, to lead this jazzy musical service.  Our Sunday School 

children will get in on the action for the family friendly annual celebration. 

Sponsored by your Congregational Development/Fellowship and Music/Worship 
Committees be prepared for great music, and delicious food! Immediately following 
the service, follow the parade down into Fellowship Hall for a light meal including 
Jambalaya,  and piece of the famous King Cake.  A free-will offering for brunch will be 
taken. 

 

            
 

 
 
 



  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


